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William E. Boeing Presidential Gallery 

An Introduction 
 

 One of the most important missions of the United States Air Force is to provide fast, 

safe, and reliable air transportation for the President of the United States and other high-

ranking government officials.  The US Air Force has successfully fulfilled this critical airlift 

mission since 1945 by developing, operating, and maintaining aircraft with increasing global 

reach capabilities.   

 Executive airlift missions, referred to as Special Air Missions (SAM), demonstrate 

America’s diplomatic, military, and economic power to the world.  The Air Force’s presiden-

tial aircraft reflect that power and are a prestigious symbol of the office of the presidency.  

Illustrating this special status, they are painted in a distinctive blue and white paint scheme 

and are marked with the Presidential Seal and the nation’s flag.  When the president is on 

board, they become the most important aircraft in the world and adopt the call sign “Air 

Force One.”  These iconic aircraft embody the foreign and domestic goals of the president, 

the government, and the citizens of the United States of America. 

William E. Boeing founded the company that pro-

duced the first aircraft to carry a sitting President of 

the United States (the Boeing 314 Clipper flying boat).  

His legacy company has developed and produced the 

air transport aircraft used by the USAF to carry the 

President for most of the time that it has been an Air 

Force mission.  The most famous Air Force One 

(President Kennedy’s Boeing VC-137C) is on display. 
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President Franklin D. Roosevelt 

Assuming the Presidency at the depth of the Great Depression, 

Franklin D. Roosevelt helped the American people regain faith 

in themselves. He brought hope as he promised prompt, vigor-

ous action, and asserted in his Inaugural Address, "the only 

thing we have to fear is fear itself." 

Born in 1882 at Hyde Park, New York--now a national historic 

site--he attended Harvard University and Columbia Law School. 

On St. Patrick's Day, 1905, he married Eleanor Roosevelt. 

Following the example of his fifth cousin, President Theodore 

Roosevelt, whom he greatly admired, Franklin D. Roosevelt en-

tered public service through politics, but as a Democrat. He won 

election to the New York Senate in 1910. President Wilson ap-

pointed him Assistant Secretary of the Navy, and he was the 

Democratic nominee for Vice President in 1920. 

In the summer of 1921, when he was 39, disaster hit-he was stricken with poliomyelitis. Demonstrating 

indomitable courage, he fought to regain the use of his legs, particularly through swimming. At the 1924 

Democratic Convention he dramatically appeared on crutches to nominate Alfred E. Smith as "the Happy 

Warrior." In 1928 Roosevelt became Governor of New York. 

He was elected President in November 1932, to the first of four terms. By March there were 13,000,000 

unemployed, and almost every bank was closed. In his first "hundred days," he proposed, and Congress 

enacted, a sweeping program to bring recovery to business and agriculture, relief to the unemployed and 

to those in danger of losing farms and homes, and reform, especially through the establishment of the 

Tennessee Valley Authority. 

By 1935 the Nation had achieved some measure of recovery, but businessmen and bankers were turning 

more and more against Roosevelt's New Deal program. They feared his experiments, were appalled be-

cause he had taken the Nation off the gold standard and allowed deficits in the budget, and disliked the 

concessions to labor. Roosevelt responded with a new program of reform: Social Security, heavier taxes 

on the wealthy, new controls over banks and public utilities, and an enormous work relief program for 

the unemployed. 

In 1936 he was re-elected by a top-heavy margin. Feeling he was armed with a popular mandate, he 

sought legislation to enlarge the Supreme Court, which had been invalidating key New Deal measures. 

Roosevelt lost the Supreme Court battle, but a revolution in constitutional law took place. Thereafter the 

Government could legally regulate the economy. 

Roosevelt had pledged the United States to the "good neighbor" policy, transforming the Monroe Doc-

trine from a unilateral American manifesto into arrangements for mutual action against aggressors. He  



 

4     Visit www.nationalmuseum.af.mil for lesson plans and more 

The First Presidential Aircraft 

The Douglas VC-54C Skymaster is the first aircraft purpose-built to fly the President of the United 

States.  Carrying the staff transport “VC” designation, the aircraft was officially named The Flying White 

House.  However, the aircraft became better known by its unofficial nickname, Sacred Cow, a reference to 

the high security surrounding the aircraft and its special status. 

In 1943, President Franklin D. Roosevelt became the first US president to fly in an airplane while in office 

when the Navy-owned, but civilian-operated Boeing 314 Clipper flying boat, Dixie Clipper, transported the 

president to the Casablanca Conference.  Preferring that the president be flown by an Army Air Forces air-

craft and crew, Gen “Hap” Arnold, Commander of the USAAF, ordered that a Consolidated C-87, a transport 

version of the famous B-24 bomber, be converted to fly the Commander in Chief.  When the Secret Service 

expressed doubts about the safety of the C-87, the USAAF turned to the Douglas Aircraft Company to build 

a military transport specifically to accommodate the special needs of the president. 

 

also sought through neutrality legislation to keep the United States out of the war in Europe, yet at the 

same time to strengthen nations threatened or attacked. When France fell and England came under siege 

in 1940, he began to send Great Britain all possible aid short of actual military involvement.  

When the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, Roosevelt directed organization of the 

Nation's manpower and resources for global war. 

Feeling that the future peace of the world would depend upon relations between the United States and 

Russia, he devoted much thought to the planning of a United Nations, in which, he hoped, international 

difficulties could be settled. 

As the war drew to a close, Roosevelt's health deteriorated, and on April 12, 1945, while at Warm 

Springs, Georgia, he died of a cerebral hemorrhage.  

TECHNICAL NOTES: 

Crew: Seven (plus 15 passengers) 

Engines: Four Pratt and Whitney R-2000 

engines of 1,450 hp each 

Maximum speed: 300 mph 

Range: 3,900 miles 

Ceiling: 22,300 feet 

Weight: 80,000 lbs.. (loaded) 

Serial number: 42-107451 (displayed as 42-

72252) 
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As the only VC-54C built, the aircraft was heavily modified on the as-

sembly line.  A C-54A fuselage was fitted with wings from a C-54B 

which offered greater fuel capacity.  The unpressurized cabin includ-

ed an executive conference room with a large desk and a rectangular 

bulletproof window.  For additional comfort, a private lavatory was 

installed next to the president’s seat, and a fold down bed was con-

cealed behind the sofa.  An electric refrigerator in the galley added 

an uncommon luxury for 1945.  A battery-powered elevator was in-

stalled at the rear of the aircraft which allowed President Roosevelt 

to board the aircraft easily while in his wheelchair. 

The Sacred Cow carried President Roosevelt 

to the Yalta Conference in February 

1945.  Illustrating the high stakes associated 

with presidential airlift, the Sacred Cow’s seri-

al number was changed for the flight as a 

special security measure.  The trip to Yalta 

was Roosevelt’s only flight aboard the aircraft 

before his untimely death in April 1945. 

 

 

Roosevelt’s successor, Harry S. Truman, used the aircraft extensively during the first 27 months of his ad-

ministration.  On July 26, 1947, President Truman signed the National Security Act of 1947 on board the Sa-

cred Cow.  This act established the US Air Force as an independent service, making the Sacred Cow the 

“birthplace” of the US Air Force. 

The U.S. Air Force’s quest for independence was a long and often contentious struggle between air-minded 

officers and the entrenched Army and Navy bureaucracy. The creation of an independent air arm, crucial to 

national defense, had been championed for decades by a succession of Army Air Corps and Army Air Forces 

senior leaders. American air dominance in World War II and careful post-war organizational planning by 

Gen. Henry “Hap” Arnold demonstrated to America’s political leaders the effectiveness of air power in the 

atomic age and the need for an independent Air Force. 

  

President Truman, by signing this act into law, validated the hard work and sacrifice of thousands of dedi-

cated Airmen who worked to create the most powerful air force in the world. 
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After the Sacred Cow left presidential service, the USAF continued using it for other transport duties until 

the airplane was finally retired in October 1961.  In 1983, the Sacred Cow was transported to the museum, 

and staff began the monumental task of restoring the aircraft to its former glory.  After ten years and more 

than 34,000 hours of work, the aircraft was placed on display appearing as it did during President Roose-

velt’s trip to Yalta. 

 

 

President Harry S. Truman  

During his few weeks as Vice President, Harry S. Truman scarcely saw Presi-

dent Roosevelt, and received no briefing on the development of the atomic 

bomb or the unfolding difficulties with Soviet Russia. Suddenly these and a 

host of other wartime problems became Truman's to solve when, on April 

12, 1945, he became President. He told reporters, "I felt like the moon, the 

stars, and all the planets had fallen on me." 

Truman was born in Lamar, Missouri, in 1884. He grew up in Independence, 

and for 12 years prospered as a Missouri farmer. 

He went to France during World War I as a captain in the Field Artillery. Re-

turning, he married Elizabeth Virginia Wallace, and opened a haberdashery 

in Kansas City. 

Active in the Democratic Party, Truman was elected a judge of the Jackson County Court (an administra-

tive position) in 1922. He became a Senator in 1934. During World War II he headed the Senate war in-

vestigating committee, checking into waste and corruption and saving perhaps as much as 15 billion dol-

lars. 

As President, Truman made some of the most crucial decisions in history. Soon after V-E Day, the war 

against Japan had reached its final stage. An urgent plea to Japan to surrender was rejected. Truman, 

after consultations with his advisers, ordered atomic bombs dropped on cities devoted to war work. Two 

were Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Japanese surrender quickly followed. 

In June 1945 Truman witnessed the signing of the charter of the United Nations, hopefully established to 

preserve peace. 

Thus far, he had followed his predecessor's policies, but he soon developed his own. He presented to 

Congress a 21-point program, proposing the expansion of Social Security, a full-employment program, a 

permanent Fair Employment Practices Act, and public housing and slum clearance. The program, Truman 

wrote, "symbolizes for me my assumption of the office of President in my own right." It became known 

as the Fair Deal. 

Dangers and crises marked the foreign scene as Truman campaigned successfully in 1948. In foreign 

affairs he was already providing his most effective leadership. 

In 1947 as the Soviet Union pressured Turkey and, through guerrillas, threatened to take over Greece, he 
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The Douglas VC-118 was the second aircraft built specifically to transport the President of the United States.  

A military version of the Douglas DC-6 commercial airliner, it was used by President Harry S. Truman from 

1947 to 1953.  At the suggestion of the aircraft’s pilot, President Truman named it The Independence in 

recognition of his hometown, Independence, Missouri.  

asked Congress to aid the two countries, enunciating the program that bears his name--the Truman Doc-

trine. The Marshall Plan, named for his Secretary of State, stimulated spectacular economic recovery in 

war-torn western Europe. 

When the Russians blockaded the western sectors of Berlin in 1948, Truman created a massive airlift to 

supply Berliners until the Russians backed down. Meanwhile, he was negotiating a military alliance to 

protect Western nations, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, established in 1949.  

In June 1950, when the Communist government of North Korea attacked South Korea, Truman conferred 

promptly with his military advisers. There was, he wrote, "complete, almost unspoken acceptance on the 

part of everyone that whatever had to be done to meet this aggression had to be done. There was no 

suggestion from anyone that either the United Nations or the United States could back away from it."  

A long, discouraging struggle ensued as U.N. forces held a line above the old boundary of South Korea. 

Truman kept the war a limited one, rather than risk a major conflict with China and perhaps Russia.  

Deciding not to run again, he retired to Independence; at age 88, he died December 26, 1972, after a 

stubborn fight for life. 

Douglas VC-118 The Independence 

Early photograph of The Independence 

with a yellow eagle’s beak.  It was re-

painted white later because the yellow 

paint interfered with the weather radar.   
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 In 1947, US Army Air Forces officials ordered the 29th production DC-6 to be modified as a replace-

ment for the aging VC-54C Sacred Cow presidential aircraft.  Different from the standard DC-6 configura-

tion, The Independence included an aft stateroom for the president and a main cabin which seated twen-

ty- four passengers or twelve “sleeper” berths.  Other improvements included reversible-pitch propellers, 

weather radar, a radar altimeter, autopilot, and other advanced navigation equipment. Water injection 

gave the engines more power at takeoff, and larger fuel tanks enabled it to fly nonstop to any location 

within the continental United States.  The Independence had a unique, bright color scheme, recommend-

ed by the Douglas Aircraft Company, consisting of a stylized American eagle with the feathers carried 

down the fuselage to the vertical stabilizer.   

 The Independence was formally commissioned on 

 July 4, 1947, and President Truman made his first 

 official  flight in the aircraft on August 31 to an          

 international conference at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.   

 

 

 

 

One of the plane’s most historic flights occurred in October 1950, when it car-

ried President Truman to Wake Island to discuss the Korean War situation 

with General  Douglas MacArthur.   

 

 In May 1953, after nearly six years of White House service, the US Air Force retired The Independ-

ence from presidential service, and it became a VIP transport for several Air Force organizations.   

 The aircraft was retired from service and placed on display at the       

museum in 1965.  In 1977-1978, museum personnel restored               

The Independence and returned the aircraft to its former presidential 

markings and eagle motif paint scheme. 

 

  

TECHNICAL NOTES: 

Crew: Nine (plus 25 passengers) 

Engines: Four Pratt & Whitney R-2800s                         

of 2,100 hp each  

Maximum speed: 360 mph 

Range: 4,400 miles 

Ceiling: 31,200 ft. 

Weight: 93,200 lbs. (loaded) 
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President Dwight D. Eisenhower 

 Bringing to the Presidency his prestige as commanding general of the 

victorious forces in Europe during World War II, Dwight D. Eisenhow-

er obtained a truce in Korea and worked incessantly during his two 

terms to ease the tensions of the Cold War. He pursued the moderate 

policies of "Modern Republicanism," pointing out as he left office, 

"America is today the strongest, most influential, and most productive 

nation in the world." 

Born in Texas in 1890, brought up in Abilene, Kansas, Eisenhower was 

the third of seven sons. He excelled in sports in high school, and re-

ceived an appointment to West Point. Stationed in Texas as a second 

lieutenant, he met Mamie Geneva Doud, whom he married in 1916. 

In his early Army career, he excelled in staff assignments, serving un-

der Generals John J. Pershing, Douglas MacArthur, and Walter Krue-

ger. After Pearl Harbor, General George C. Marshall called him to Washington for a war plans assignment. 

He commanded the Allied Forces landing in North Africa in November 1942; on D-Day, 1944, he was Su-

preme Commander of the troops invading France. 

After the war, he became President of Columbia University, then took leave to assume supreme command 

over the new NATO forces being assembled in 1951. Republican emissaries to his headquarters near Paris 

persuaded him to run for President in 1952. "I like Ike" was an irresistible slogan; Eisenhower won a 

sweeping victory. 

Negotiating from military strength, he tried to reduce the strains of the Cold War. In 1953, the signing of a 

truce brought an armed peace along the border of South Korea. The death of Stalin the same year caused 

shifts in relations with Russia. New Russian leaders consented to a peace treaty neutralizing Austria. 

Meanwhile, both Russia and the United States had developed hydrogen bombs. With the threat of such 

destructive force hanging over the world, Eisenhower, with the leaders of the British, French, and Russian 

governments, met at Geneva in July 1955. The President proposed that the United States and Russia ex-

change blueprints of each other's military establishments and "provide within our countries facilities for 

aerial photography to the other country." The Russians greeted the proposal with silence, but were so cor-

dial throughout the meetings that tensions relaxed. 

Suddenly, in September 1955, Eisenhower suffered a heart attack in Denver, Colorado. After seven weeks 

he left the hospital, and in February 1956 doctors reported his recovery. In November he was elected for 

his second term. 

In domestic policy the President pursued a middle course, continuing most of the New Deal and Fair Deal 

programs, emphasizing a balanced budget. As desegregation of schools began, he sent troops into Little 

Rock, Arkansas, to assure compliance with the orders of a Federal court; he also ordered the complete de-

segregation of the Armed Forces. "There must be no second class citizens in this country," he wrote.  
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Eisenhower concentrated on maintaining world peace. He watched with pleasure the development of 

his "atoms for peace" program--the loan of American uranium to "have not" nations for peaceful pur-

poses. 

Before he left office in January 1961, for his farm in Gettysburg, he urged the necessity of maintaining an 

adequate military strength, but cautioned that vast, long-continued military expenditures could breed 

potential dangers to our way of life. He concluded with a prayer for peace "in the goodness of time." 

Both themes remained timely and urgent when he died, after a long illness, on March 28, 1969.  

Lockheed VC-121E Columbine III 

This was the only Lockheed VC-121E built 

and served as President Dwight D. Eisen-

hower’s personal airplane from 1954 un-

til he left office in January 1961.  A mili-

tary version of the famous Lockheed L-

1049 Super Constellation commercial 

airliner, it has a fuselage “stretched” 

eighteen feet longer than earlier ver-

sions.  With more powerful engines, 

greater fuel capacity, and greater speed, 

these aircraft were popularly known as 

“Super Connies.” 

 Eisenhower named this aircraft, his third Constellation, Columbine III, 

after the official state flower of Colorado in honor of his wife Mamie.  An 

adopted daughter of that state, Mrs. Eisenhower formally christened the Col-

umbine III on November 24, 1954, with a flask of water from Colorado instead 

of the traditional bottle of champagne.  Immediately afterward, Columbine III 

carried the President, the First Lady, and British Field Marshall Viscount 

“Monty” Montgomery to Augusta, Georgia, for a five-day golfing vacation over 

the Thanksgiving holiday.  

 The aircraft’s most important mission took place in July 1955, when it 

flew Eisenhower and Secretary of State John Foster Dulles to Geneva, Switzerland, for the first peacetime 

summit between the leaders of the Western democracies and the Soviet leadership.  Columbine III served 

as the president’s official aircraft for six years, and during this time it was also used by key US government  
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officials and foreign dignitaries for high-priority flights.   

 After President Eisenhower left office, the US Air Force   

continued to use Columbine III as a VIP transport.  The aircraft was 

retired from service in April 1966 and flown to the museum for 

permanent display.   

 

Bell UH-13J Sioux 

 

The UH-13J was the US Air Force's version of the reliable Bell Model 47J Ranger helicopter.  Two UH-

13Js were purchased in March 1957 for use as the first presidential helicopters.  On July 12, 1957, President 

Dwight D. Eisenhower became the first chief executive to fly in a helicopter when he lifted off from the 

White House lawn in the sister ship of the Sioux on display.  In 1958, the US Army and US Marine Corps took 

over the presidential helicopter mission while the USAF retained responsibility for transporting the Presi-

dent in fixed wing aircraft.  Since 1976, the Marine Corps has operated all presidential helicopters.     

Following their assignment as presidential aircraft, the UH-13Js were assigned to Bolling Air Force 

Base in Washington, DC to transport high-ranking Department of Defense personnel and numerous foreign 

dignitaries.  In July 1967, both UH-13Js were retired from service and 57-2728 was placed on display in the 

museum.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The UH-13J provided the president with quick and convenient air travel directly to and from the White House. The aircraft 
on display is shown landing on the West Lawn in 1957  

 

TECHNICAL NOTES: 
Crew: Eight (plus 24 passengers) 

Engines: Four Wright R-3350s of 3,400 hp 
each 

Maximum speed: 330 mph 

Range: 4,000 miles 

Ceiling: 33,600 ft. 

Weight: 133,000 lbs. (loaded) 

TECHNICAL NOTES: 
Engine: Lycoming O-435 of 260 hp 

Maximum speed: 105 mph 

Range: 200 miles 

Ceiling: 17,000 ft. 

Weight: 2,800 lbs. (loaded) 
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 Aero Commander U-4B 

 This U-4B, a US Air Force version of the Aero Commander L-26, was used by President Dwight D. Ei-

senhower from 1956 to 1960 for short trips.  A pilot himself, President Eisenhower would often take the con-

trols, primarily during trips between Washington, DC, and his farm in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.  The first 

presidential aircraft to have only two engines, the U-4B was also the first presidential aircraft to carry the fa-

miliar blue and white paint scheme.   

After President Eisenhower left office, the aircraft transported high-ranking government officials, in-

cluding the Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of the Air Force.  In October 1969, it was transferred to 

the Air Force Academy’s skydiving team and was used as a jump plane for parachute training.  The aircraft 

was transferred again in November 1977, to the Nebraska Civil Air Patrol.   

The U-4B was obtained by the museum from a private owner in 1996 and placed on display in July 

1996. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President Eisenhower and his presidential pilot, Col Wil-
liam G. Draper, with the U-4B Aero Commander. 

 

 

President John F. Kennedy  

On November 22, 1963, when he was hardly past his first thousand days in office, John Fitzgerald Kennedy 

was killed by an assassin's bullets as his motorcade wound through Dallas, Texas. Kennedy was the young-

est man elected President; he was the youngest to die. 

Of Irish descent, he was born in Brookline, Massachusetts, on May 29, 1917. Graduating from Harvard in 

1940, he entered the Navy. In 1943, when his PT boat was rammed and sunk by a Japanese destroyer, Ken-

nedy, despite grave injuries, led the survivors through perilous waters to safety.  

TECHNICAL NOTES: 
Engines: Two Lycoming GSO 480-AiA6s of 
340 hp each 

Maximum speed: 260 mph 

Service ceiling: 24,300 ft. 

Range: 1,500 miles 

Weight: 7,000 lbs. (loaded) 
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Back from the war, he became a Democratic Congressman from the Boston 

area, advancing in 1953 to the Senate. He married Jacqueline Bouvier on 

September 12, 1953. In 1955, while recuperating from a back operation, he 

wrote Profiles in Courage, which won the Pulitzer Prize in history. 

In 1956 Kennedy almost gained the Democratic nomination for Vice Presi-

dent, and four years later was a first-ballot nominee for President. Millions 

watched his television debates with the Republican candidate, Richard M. 

Nixon. Winning by a narrow margin in the popular vote, Kennedy became 

the first Roman Catholic President. 

His Inaugural Address offered the memorable injunction: "Ask not what 

your country can do for you--ask what you can do for your country." As 

President, he set out to redeem his campaign pledge to get America moving again. His economic programs 

launched the country on its longest sustained expansion since World War II; before his death, he laid plans 

for a massive assault on persisting pockets of privation and poverty. 

Responding to ever more urgent demands, he took vigorous action in the cause of equal rights, calling for 

new civil rights legislation. His vision of America extended to the quality of the national culture and the 

central role of the arts in a vital society. 

He wished America to resume its old mission as the first nation dedicated to the revolution of human 

rights. With the Alliance for Progress and the Peace Corps, he brought American idealism to the aid of de-

veloping nations. But the hard reality of the Communist challenge remained. 

Shortly after his inauguration, Kennedy permitted a band of Cuban exiles, already armed and trained, to 

invade their homeland. The attempt to overthrow the regime of Fidel Castro was a failure. Soon there-

after, the Soviet Union renewed its campaign against West Berlin. Kennedy replied by reinforcing the Ber-

lin garrison and increasing the Nation's military strength, including new efforts in outer space. Confronted 

by this reaction, Moscow, after the erection of the Berlin Wall, relaxed its pressure in central Europe.  

Instead, the Russians now sought to install nuclear missiles in Cuba. When this was discovered by air re-

connaissance in October 1962, Kennedy imposed a quarantine on all offensive weapons bound for Cuba. 

While the world trembled on the brink of nuclear war, the Russians backed down and agreed to take the 

missiles away. The American response to the Cuban crisis evidently persuaded Moscow of the futility of 

nuclear blackmail. 

Kennedy now contended that both sides had a vital interest in stopping the spread of nuclear weapons 

and slowing the arms race--a contention which led to the test ban treaty of 1963. The months after the 

Cuban crisis showed significant progress toward his goal of "a world of law and free choice, banishing the 

world of war and coercion." His administration thus saw the beginning of new hope for both the equal 

rights of Americans and the peace of the world. 
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Boeing VC-137C SAM 26000 

 The Boeing VC-137C on display was the first jet aircraft built specifically for use by the President of 

the United States.  During its thirty-six year flying career, it carried eight sitting presidents and countless 

heads of state, diplomats, dignitaries, and officials on many historic journeys known as Special Air Missions 

(SAM). 

 On October 10, 1962, the Boeing Company delivered to the Air Force a highly modified civilian 707-

320B airliner, serial number 62-6000.  Bearing the unique call sign “SAM Two-Six-Thousand,” this aircraft 

illustrated the Air Force’s commitment to providing safe, reliable, and comfortable air transportation for the 

president and other key personnel to locations anywhere around the globe. Whenever the president was 

onboard the aircraft, the call sign changed to “Air Force One,” a special designation established in 1953 to 

avoid confusion with other aircraft in flight. 

 At the request of President Ken-

nedy, a new paint scheme was devel-

oped by First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy 

and famous industrial designer, Ray-

mond Loewy.  In addition to the vibrant 

blue and white colors, the words 

“United States of America” were embla-

zoned in tall letters along the fuselage 

and an American flag was placed on the 

tail.  These distinctive markings reflect 

the stature of the Office of the Presi-

dent and serve as a highly visible sym-

bol of American prestige.   

 One of the world’s most historic aircraft, SAM 26000 carried eight American presidents; Kennedy, 

Johnson, Nixon, Ford, Carter, Reagan, George H.W. Bush, and Clinton.  SAM 26000 played an important role 

in American presidential, political, and diplomatic history, and it remains an important national symbol from 

the Cold War.  In June 1963, SAM 26000 flew President Kennedy to West Berlin, Germany, where he de-

clared to the world that “Ich bin ein Berliner” (“I am a Berliner”), boldly assuring continued American sup-

port in the face of communist threats and the construction of the Berlin Wall.   
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SAM 26000 bears an intimate connection to one of the nation’s greatest tragedies, a moment that 

forever altered the course of American history.  On November 22, 1963, President Kennedy was assassinat-

ed while traveling in a motorcade through downtown Dallas, Texas.  Hours later, Vice-President Lyndon B. 

Johnson was sworn in as the new president aboard SAM 26000.  The aircraft then carried Kennedy’s body 

and President Johnson back to Washington, DC, and a grieving nation. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 During the Southeast Asia War, SAM 26000 transported President Johnson to visit US troops in 

South Vietnam.  In 1970, President Nixon’s national security advisor, Dr. Henry Kissinger, traveled aboard 

the aircraft on thirteen separate trips to secret peace talks with the North Vietnamese in Paris, France.   

 In February 1972, SAM 26000 flew President Nixon to the People’s Republic of China on his famous 

“Journey for Peace,” the first visit by an American 

president to China. Three months later, it carried 

President Nixon on an unprecedented visit to the 

Soviet Union, where he signed two historic nuclear 

arms control agreements.  

 

President and Mrs. Nixon are met by People’s Republic of 
China Premier Zhou Enlai.  For a short period, President Nixon 
renamed SAM 26000 as The Spirit of 76 in honor of the na-
tion’s bicentennial.  (Courtesy Time Inc.)   
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 In December 1972, SAM 26000 became the president’s backup aircraft when the Air Force acquired 

another Boeing VC-137C (serial number 72-7000).   

However, SAM 26000 continued flying 

presidents, vice-presidents, and other 

high-ranking government officials on 

important missions.  In October 1981, 

it carried former Presidents Nixon, 

Ford, and Carter to the funeral of the 

slain Egyptian president Anwar Sadat.   

 

 

Left to right: President Ford, President Nixon, 
Mrs. Carter, President Carter 

 

 In March 1983, Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom flew on SAM 26000 during her visit to the 

United States.  When SAM 26000 left the presidential fleet in 1990, it continued to fly prominent govern-

ment officials.  Secretary of State James Baker flew aboard the aircraft prior to the 1991 Gulf War for talks 

with Iraqi leaders regarding their invasion of Kuwait. 

 In a nationally-televised event, the USAF retired SAM 26000 to the Museum in May 1998. After thir-

ty-six years of providing service and accumulating more than 13,000 flying hours, SAM 26000 began a new 

career, educating thousands of visitors each year about USAF presidential airlift. 

 

TECHNICAL  NOTES: 

Crew: Seven or eight (plus 40 passengers) 

Engines: Four Pratt & Whitney TF33 (JT3D-3B) 

turbofans of 18,000 lbs. thrust each 

Maximum speed:  600 mph 

Range:  6,000 miles 

Ceiling:  41,000 ft. 

Weight: 336,000 lbs. (loaded) 
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President Lyndon B. Johnson  

"A Great Society" for the American people and their fellow men elsewhere 

was the vision of Lyndon B. Johnson. In his first years of office he obtained 

passage of one of the most extensive legislative programs in the Nation's his-

tory. Maintaining collective security, he carried on the rapidly growing strug-

gle to restrain Communist encroachment in Viet Nam. 

Johnson was born on August 27, 1908, in central Texas, not far from Johnson 

City, which his family had helped settle. He felt the pinch of rural poverty as 

he grew up, working his way through Southwest Texas State Teachers College 

(now known as Texas State University-San Marcos); he learned compassion for the poverty of others 

when he taught students of Mexican descent. 

In 1937 he campaigned successfully for the House of Representatives on a New Deal platform, effectively 

aided by his wife, the former Claudia "Lady Bird" Taylor, whom he had married in 1934.  

During World War II he served briefly in the Navy as a lieutenant commander, winning a Silver Star in the 

South Pacific. After six terms in the House, Johnson was elected to the Senate in 1948. In 1953, he became 

the youngest Minority Leader in Senate history, and the following year, when the Democrats won control, 

Majority Leader. With rare skill he obtained passage of a number of key Eisenhower measures.  

In the 1960 campaign, Johnson, as John F. Kennedy's running mate, was elected Vice President. On No-

vember 22, 1963, when Kennedy was assassinated, Johnson was sworn in as President. 

First he obtained enactment of the measures President Kennedy had been urging at the time of his death -

-a new civil rights bill and a tax cut. Next he urged the Nation "to build a great society, a place where the 

meaning of man's life matches the marvels of man's labor." In 1964, Johnson won the Presidency with 61 

percent of the vote and had the widest popular margin in American history--more than 15,000,000 votes. 

The Great Society program became Johnson's agenda for Congress in January 1965: aid to education, 

attack on disease, Medicare, urban renewal, beautification, conservation, development of depressed re-

gions, a wide-scale fight against poverty, control and prevention of crime and delinquency, removal of ob-

stacles to the right to vote. Congress, at times augmenting or amending, rapidly enacted Johnson's recom-

mendations. Millions of elderly people found succor through the 1965 Medicare amendment to the Social 

Security Act. 

Under Johnson, the country made spectacular explorations of space in a program he had championed 

since its start. When three astronauts successfully orbited the moon in December 1968, Johnson congrat-

ulated them: "You've taken ... all of us, all over the world, into a new era. . . . " 

Nevertheless, two overriding crises had been gaining momentum since 1965. Despite the beginning of 

new antipoverty and anti-discrimination programs, unrest and rioting in black ghettos troubled the Na-

tion. President Johnson steadily exerted his influence against segregation and on behalf of law and order, 

but there was no early solution. 
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The other crisis arose from Viet Nam. Despite Johnson's efforts to end Communist aggression and achieve 

a settlement, fighting continued. Controversy over the war had become acute by the end of March 1968, 

when he limited the bombing of North Viet Nam in order to initiate negotiations. At the same time, he 

startled the world by withdrawing as a candidate for re-election so that he might devote his full efforts, 

unimpeded by politics, to the quest for peace. 

When he left office, peace talks were under way; he did not live to see them successful, but died suddenly 

of a heart attack at his Texas ranch on January 22, 1973. 

North American T-39A Sabreliner 

 
 From August 1968 until early 1973, this T-39A Sabreliner was assigned to Bergstrom AFB, Texas, in 

support of former President Lyndon B. Johnson as he traveled to and from his ranch in nearby Stonewall.  

Originally designed for a crew of two with four passengers, this T-39A was retrofitted with a special VIP inte-

rior to accommodate six passengers and three crewmembers.  

 Following President Johnson’s death in January 1973, this aircraft flew as a test bed for advanced 

avionics and communication equipment as part of the Speckled Trout research and development program.  

Nicknamed “Speckled Minnow” due to its small size, this T-39A continued to serve as an executive transport 

for many government and Air Force officials until its retirement to the Museum in October 1984.  

 

 

TECHNICAL NOTES: 

Engines: Two Pratt & Whitney J60-P-3s 
of 3,000 lbs. thrust each 

Maximum speed: 538 mph 

Range: 1,700 miles 

Ceiling: 42,000 ft. 

Weight: 15,218 lbs. 
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Beechcraft VC-6A “Lady Bird Special” 

 

 In 1966, the US Air Force purchased a 

standard Beechcraft King Air B90 with a special 

VIP interior, designated as the VC-6A, to sup-

port President Lyndon B. Johnson and his fami-

ly.  The aircraft was faster and more agile than 

other light transport aircraft and featured full 

pressurization for comfort at high altitudes. 

Other special features included all-weather 

navigation, de-icing equipment, and reversible 

propellers that allowed the aircraft to land on 

very short runways.   

 Presidential transport VC-6A “Lady Bird Special” in flight.  

          

 The VC-6A was primarily used to transport President Johnson and his fami-

ly between Bergstrom AFB, Texas, and the Johnson Ranch near Stonewall, Texas.  

Owing to these frequent flights, the aircraft became informally known as the “Lady 

Bird Special,” a play on the childhood nickname “Lady Bird” of First Lady Claudia 

Johnson.   

After leaving presidential service, the VC-6A continued to operate as an 

executive transport with the 89th Military Airlift Wing until it was retired to the 

museum in September 1985. 

 
TECHNICAL NOTES: 

Engines:  Two Pratt & Whitney PT6A-20 turbo-

props of 550 hp each 

Maximum speed:  256 mph 

Range:  1,400 miles 

Ceiling:  32,900 ft. 

Weight: 9,650 lbs. (loaded) 
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Lockheed VC-140B JetStar 
 

In 1961, the US Air Force acquired six Lockheed VC-140B JetStars to transport the President of the 

United States, high-ranking government officials, and other heads of state.  The VC-140B is the military ver-

sion of the famous Lockheed Model 1329 business jet, the first business jet produced in quantity for the ci-

vilian market.  Assigned to Andrews AFB, Maryland, these JetStars could operate from runways too small for 

larger USAF jet transports. 

The VC-140B provided fast and economical travel for several US presidents.  Whenever the president 

was aboard, it flew under the radio call sign Air Force One.  Lyndon B. Johnson used JetStars extensively dur-

ing his time both as vice president and president, and because of the aircraft’s small size, he sometimes re-

ferred to them as “Air Force One Half.”  The aircraft on display carried Presidents Richard Nixon, Gerald 

Ford, Jimmy Carter, and Ronald Reagan a number of times, although it never served as the primary presi-

dential aircraft. After twenty-six years of service, this JetStar was retired to the museum in July 1987. 

 TECHNICAL NOTES:  

Crew:  Four (plus 8 passengers) 

Engines:  Four Pratt & Whitney J60 turbojets 
of 3,000 lbs. thrust each 

Maximum speed:  598 mph 

Range:  2,200 miles 

Ceiling:  45,000 ft. 

Weight: 41,000 lbs. (loaded) 

A U.S. Air Force VC-140B waits on the tar-

mac at President Lyndon B. Johnson’s fami-

ly ranch near Stonewall, Texas, in June 

1967. (U.S. Air Force photo) 
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President Richard M. Nixon  

Reconciliation was the first goal set by President Richard M. Nixon. The Nation 

was painfully divided, with turbulence in the cities and war overseas. During 

his Presidency, Nixon succeeded in ending American fighting in Viet Nam and 

improving relations with the U.S.S.R. and China. But the Watergate scandal 

brought fresh divisions to the country and ultimately led to his resignation. 

His election in 1968 had climaxed a career unusual on two counts: his early 

success and his comeback after being defeated for President in 1960 and for 

Governor of California in 1962. 

Born in California in 1913, Nixon had a brilliant record at Whittier College and 

Duke University Law School before beginning the practice of law. In 1940, he married Patricia Ryan; they 

had two daughters, Patricia (Tricia) and Julie. During World War II, Nixon served as a Navy lieutenant com-

mander in the Pacific. 

On leaving the service, he was elected to Congress from his California district. In 1950, he won a Senate 

seat. Two years later, General Eisenhower selected Nixon, age 39, to be his running mate.  

As Vice President, Nixon took on major duties in the Eisenhower Administration. Nominated for President 

by acclamation in 1960, he lost by a narrow margin to John F. Kennedy. In 1968, he again won his party's 

nomination, and went on to defeat Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey and third-party candidate George 

C. Wallace. 

His accomplishments while in office included revenue sharing, the end of the draft, new anticrime laws, 

and a broad environmental program. As he had promised, he appointed Justices of conservative philoso-

phy to the Supreme Court. One of the most dramatic events of his first term occurred in 1969, when 

American astronauts made the first moon landing. 

Some of his most acclaimed achievements came in his quest for world stability. During visits in 1972 to 

Beijing and Moscow, he reduced tensions with China and the U.S.S.R. His summit meetings with Russian 

leader Leonid I. Brezhnev produced a treaty to limit strategic nuclear weapons. In January 1973, he an-

nounced an accord with North Viet Nam to end American involvement in Indochina. In 1974, his Secretary 

of State, Henry Kissinger, negotiated disengagement agreements between Israel and its opponents, Egypt 

and Syria. 

In his 1972 bid for office, Nixon defeated Democratic candidate George McGovern by one of the widest 

margins on record. 

Within a few months, his administration was embattled over the so-called "Watergate" scandal, stemming 

from a break-in at the offices of the Democratic National Committee during the 1972 campaign. The break

-in was traced to officials of the Committee to Re-elect the President. A number of administration officials 

resigned; some were later convicted of offenses connected with efforts to cover up the affair. Nixon de-
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Within a few months, his administration was embattled over the so-called "Watergate" scandal, stemming 

from a break-in at the offices of the Democratic National Committee during the 1972 campaign. The break-

in was traced to officials of the Committee to Re-elect the President. A number of administration officials 

resigned; some were later convicted of offenses connected with efforts to cover up the affair. Nixon denied 

any personal involvement, but the courts forced him to yield tape recordings which indicated that he had, 

in fact, tried to divert the investigation. 

As a result of unrelated scandals in Maryland, Vice President Spiro T. Agnew resigned in 1973. Nixon nomi-

nated, and Congress approved, House Minority Leader Gerald R. Ford as Vice President.  

Faced with what seemed almost certain impeachment, Nixon announced on August 8, 1974, that he would 

resign the next day to begin "that process of healing which is so desperately needed in America."  

In his last years, Nixon gained praise as an elder statesman. By the time of his death on April 22, 1994, he 

had written numerous books on his experiences in public life and on foreign policy.  

 

President Gerald R. Ford  

When Gerald R. Ford took the oath of office on August 9, 1974, he declared, "I as-

sume the Presidency under extraordinary circumstances.... This is an hour of histo-

ry that troubles our minds and hurts our hearts." 

It was indeed an unprecedented time. He had been the first Vice President chosen 

under the terms of the Twenty-fifth Amendment and, in the aftermath of the Wa-

tergate scandal, was succeeding the first President ever to resign. 

Ford was confronted with almost insuperable tasks. There were the challenges of 

mastering inflation, reviving a depressed economy, solving chronic energy shortag-

es, and trying to ensure world peace. 

The President acted to curb the trend toward Government intervention and spending as a means of solving 

the problems of American society and the economy. In the long run, he believed, this shift would bring a 

better life for all Americans. 

Ford's reputation for integrity and openness had made him popular during his 25 years in Congress. From 

1965 to 1973, he was House Minority Leader. Born in Omaha, Nebraska, in 1913, he grew up in Grand Rap-

ids, Michigan. He starred on the University of Michigan football team, then went to Yale, where he served 

as assistant coach while earning his law degree. During World War II he attained the rank of lieutenant 

commander in the Navy. After the war he returned to Grand Rapids, where he began the practice of law, 

and entered Republican politics. A few weeks before his election to Congress in 1948, he married Elizabeth 

Bloomer. They have four children: Michael, John, Steven, and Susan. 

As President, Ford tried to calm earlier controversies by granting former President Nixon a full pardon. His 

nominee for Vice President, former Governor Nelson Rockefeller of New York, was the second person to fill  
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that office by appointment. Gradually, Ford selected a cabinet of his own. 

Ford established his policies during his first year in office, despite opposition from a heavily Democratic 

Congress. His first goal was to curb inflation. Then, when recession became the Nation's most serious do-

mestic problem, he shifted to measures aimed at stimulating the economy. But, still fearing inflation, Ford 

vetoed a number of non-military appropriations bills that would have further increased the already heavy 

budgetary deficit. During his first 14 months as President he vetoed 39 measures. His vetoes were usually 

sustained. 

Ford continued as he had in his Congressional days to view himself as "a moderate in domestic affairs, a 

conservative in fiscal affairs, and a dyed-in-the-wool internationalist in foreign affairs." A major goal was to 

help business operate more freely by reducing taxes upon it and easing the controls exercised by regulato-

ry agencies. "We...declared our independence 200 years ago, and we are not about to lose it now to paper 

shufflers and computers," he said. 

In foreign affairs Ford acted vigorously to maintain U. S. power and prestige after the collapse of Cambodia 

and South Viet Nam. Preventing a new war in the Middle East remained a major objective; by providing aid 

to both Israel and Egypt, the Ford Administration helped persuade the two countries to accept an interim 

truce agreement. Detente with the Soviet Union continued. President Ford and Soviet leader Leonid I. 

Brezhnev set new limitations upon nuclear weapons. 

President Ford won the Republican nomination for the Presidency in 1976, but lost the election to his Dem-

ocratic opponent, former Governor Jimmy Carter of Georgia. 

 

President Jimmy Carter 

Jimmy Carter served as the 39th President of the United States from 1977 to 

1981. He was awarded the 2002 Nobel Peace Prize for work to find peaceful 

solutions to international conflicts, to advance democracy and human rights, 

and to promote economic and social development. 

Jimmy Carter aspired to make Government "competent and compassion-

ate," responsive to the American people and their expectations. His achieve-

ments were notable, but in an era of rising energy costs, mounting inflation, 

and continuing tensions, it was impossible for his administration to meet 

these high expectations. 

Carter, who has rarely used his full name--James Earl Carter, Jr.--was born October 1, 1924, in Plains, Geor-

gia. Peanut farming, talk of politics, and devotion to the Baptist faith were mainstays of his upbringing. Up-

on graduation in 1946 from the Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland, Carter married Rosalynn Smith. 

The Carters have three sons, John William (Jack), James Earl III (Chip), Donnel Jeffrey (Jeff), and a daughter, 

Amy Lynn. 

After seven years' service as a naval officer, Carter returned to Plains. In 1962 he entered state politics, and  
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eight years later he was elected Governor of Georgia. Among the new young southern governors, he 

attracted attention by emphasizing ecology, efficiency in government, and the removal of racial barriers.  

Carter announced his candidacy for President in December 1974 and began a two-year campaign that grad-

ually gained momentum. At the Democratic Convention, he was nominated on the first ballot. He chose 

Senator Walter F. Mondale of Minnesota as his running mate. Carter campaigned hard against President 

Gerald R. Ford, debating with him three times. Carter won by 297 electoral votes to 241 for Ford.  

Carter worked hard to combat the continuing economic woes of inflation and unemployment. By the end of 

his administration, he could claim an increase of nearly eight million jobs and a decrease in the budget defi-

cit, measured in percentage of the gross national product. Unfortunately, inflation and interest rates were 

at near record highs, and efforts to reduce them caused a short recession. 

Carter could point to a number of achievements in domestic affairs. He dealt with the energy shortage by 

establishing a national energy policy and by decontrolling domestic petroleum prices to stimulate produc-

tion. He prompted Government efficiency through civil service reform and proceeded with deregulation of 

the trucking and airline industries. He sought to improve the environment. His expansion of the national 

park system included protection of 103 million acres of Alaskan lands. To increase human and social ser-

vices, he created the Department of Education, bolstered the Social Security system, and appointed record 

numbers of women, blacks, and Hispanics to Government jobs. 

In foreign affairs, Carter set his own style. His championing of human rights was coldly received by the Sovi-

et Union and some other nations. In the Middle East, through the Camp David agreement of 1978, he 

helped bring amity between Egypt and Israel. He succeeded in obtaining ratification of the Panama Canal 

treaties. Building upon the work of predecessors, he established full diplomatic relations with the People's 

Republic of China and completed negotiation of the SALT II nuclear limitation treaty with the Soviet Union.  

There were serious setbacks, however. The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan caused the suspension of plans 

for ratification of the SALT II pact. The seizure as hostages of the U. S. embassy staff in Iran dominated the 

news during the last 14 months of the administration. The consequences of Iran's holding Americans cap-

tive, together with continuing inflation at home, contributed to Carter's defeat in 1980. Even then, he con-

tinued the difficult negotiations over the hostages. Iran finally released the 52 Americans the same day 

Carter left office. 

 

President Ronald Reagan 

 Ronald Reagan, originally an American actor and politician, became the 40th Pres-

ident of the United States serving from 1981 to 1989. His term saw a restoration 

of prosperity at home, with the goal of achieving "peace through strength" 

abroad. 

At the end of his two terms in office, Ronald Reagan viewed with satisfaction the 

achievements of his innovative program known as the Reagan Revolution, which 
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aimed to reinvigorate the American people and reduce their reliance upon Government. He felt he had 

fulfilled his campaign pledge of 1980 to restore "the great, confident roar of American progress and 

growth and optimism." 

On February 6, 1911, Ronald Wilson Reagan was born to Nelle and John Reagan in Tampico, Illinois. He 

attended high school in nearby Dixon and then worked his way through Eureka College. There, he stud-

ied economics and sociology, played on the football team, and acted in school plays. Upon graduation, 

he became a radio sports announcer. A screen test in 1937 won him a contract in Hollywood. During the 

next two decades he appeared in 53 films. 

From his first marriage to actress Jane Wyman, he had two children, Maureen and Michael. Maureen 

passed away in 2001. In 1952 he married Nancy Davis, who was also an actress, and they had two chil-

dren, Patricia Ann and Ronald Prescott. 

As president of the Screen Actors Guild, Reagan became embroiled in disputes over the issue of Com-

munism in the film industry; his political views shifted from liberal to conservative. He toured the coun-

try as a television host, becoming a spokesman for conservatism. In 1966 he was elected Governor of 

California by a margin of a million votes; he was re-elected in 1970. 

Ronald Reagan won the Republican Presidential nomination in 1980 and chose as his running mate for-

mer Texas Congressman and United Nations Ambassador George Bush. Voters troubled by inflation and 

by the year-long confinement of Americans in Iran swept the Republican ticket into office. Reagan won 

489 electoral votes to 49 for President Jimmy Carter. 

On January 20, 1981, Reagan took office. Only 69 days later he was shot by a would-be assassin, but 

quickly recovered and returned to duty. His grace and wit during the dangerous incident caused his pop-

ularity to soar. 

Dealing skillfully with Congress, Reagan obtained legislation to stimulate economic growth, curb infla-

tion, increase employment, and strengthen national defense. He embarked upon a course of cutting tax-

es and Government expenditures, refusing to deviate from it when the strengthening of defense forces 

led to a large deficit. 

A renewal of national self-confidence by 1984 helped Reagan and Bush win a second term with an un-

precedented number of electoral votes. Their victory turned away Democratic challengers Walter F. 

Mondale and Geraldine Ferraro. 

In 1986 Reagan obtained an overhaul of the income tax code, which eliminated many deductions and 

exempted millions of people with low incomes. At the end of his administration, the Nation was enjoying 

its longest recorded period of peacetime prosperity without recession or depression.  

In foreign policy, Reagan sought to achieve "peace through strength." During his two terms he increased 

defense spending 35 percent, but sought to improve relations with the Soviet Union. In dramatic 

meetings with Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, he negotiated a treaty that would eliminate intermedi-

ate-range nuclear missiles. Reagan declared war against international terrorism, sending American  
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bombers against Libya after evidence came out that Libya was involved in an attack on American soldiers in 

a West Berlin nightclub. 

By ordering naval escorts in the Persian Gulf, he maintained the free flow of oil during the Iran -Iraq war. In 

keeping with the Reagan Doctrine, he gave support to anti-Communist insurgencies in Central America, 

Asia, and Africa. 

Overall, the Reagan years saw a restoration of prosperity, and the goal of peace through strength seemed 

to be within grasp. 

 

President George H.W. Bush 

George Bush brought to the White House a dedication to traditional American 

values and a determination to direct them toward making the United States "a 

kinder and gentler nation." In his Inaugural Address he pledged in "a moment 

rich with promise" to use American strength as "a force for good." 

Coming from a family with a tradition of public service, George Herbert Walker 

Bush felt the responsibility to make his contribution both in time of war and in 

peace. Born in Milton, Massachusetts, on June 12, 1924, he became a student 

leader at Phillips Academy in Andover. On his 18th birthday he enlisted in the armed forces. The youngest 

pilot in the Navy when he received his wings, he flew 58 combat missions during World War II. On one mis-

sion over the Pacific as a torpedo bomber pilot he was shot down by Japanese antiaircraft fire and was res-

cued from the water by a U. S. submarine. He was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for bravery in 

action. 

Bush next turned his energies toward completing his education and raising a family. In January 1945 he 

married Barbara Pierce. They had six children-- George, Robin (who died as a child), John (known as Jeb), 

Neil, Marvin, and Dorothy. 

At Yale University he excelled both in sports and in his studies; he was captain of the baseball team and a 

member of Phi Beta Kappa. After graduation Bush embarked on a career in the oil industry of West Texas.  

Like his father, Prescott Bush, who was elected a Senator from Connecticut in 1952, George became inter-

ested in public service and politics. He served two terms as a Representative to Congress from Texas. Twice 

he ran unsuccessfully for the Senate. Then he was appointed to a series of high-level positions: Ambassador 

to the United Nations, Chairman of the Republican National Committee, Chief of the U. S. Liaison Office in 

the People's Republic of China, and Director of the Central Intelligence Agency.  

In 1980 Bush campaigned for the Republican nomination for President. He lost, but was chosen as a run-

ning mate by Ronald Reagan. As Vice President, Bush had responsibility in several domestic areas, including 

Federal deregulation and anti-drug programs, and visited scores of foreign countries. In 1988 Bush won the 

Republican nomination for President and, with Senator Dan Quayle of Indiana as his running mate, he  
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defeated Massachusetts Governor Michael Dukakis in the general election. 

Bush faced a dramatically changing world, as the Cold War ended after 40 bitter years, the Communist em-

pire broke up, and the Berlin Wall fell. The Soviet Union ceased to exist; and reformist President Mikhail 

Gorbachev, whom Bush had supported, resigned. While Bush hailed the march of democracy, he insisted 

on restraint in U. S. policy toward the group of new nations. 

In other areas of foreign policy, President Bush sent American troops into Panama to overthrow the cor-

rupt regime of General Manuel Noriega, who was threatening the security of the canal and the Americans 

living there. Noriega was brought to the United States for trial as a drug trafficker.  

Bush's greatest test came when Iraqi President Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait, then threatened to move 

into Saudi Arabia. Vowing to free Kuwait, Bush rallied the United Nations, the U. S. people, and Congress 

and sent 425,000 American troops. They were joined by 118,000 troops from allied nations. After weeks of 

air and missile bombardment, the 100-hour land battle dubbed Desert Storm routed Iraq's million-man ar-

my. 

Despite unprecedented popularity from this military and diplomatic triumph, Bush was unable to withstand 

discontent at home from a faltering economy, rising violence in inner cities, and continued high deficit 

spending. In 1992 he lost his bid for reelection to Democrat William Clinton. 

 

President William J. Clinton 

Bill Clinton is an American politician from Arkansas who served as the 42nd 

President of the United States (1993-2001). He took office at the end of the 

Cold War, and was the first baby-boomer generation President.  

During the administration of William Jefferson Clinton, the U.S. enjoyed more 

peace and economic well being than at any time in its history. He was the first 

Democratic president since Franklin D. Roosevelt to win a second term. He 

could point to the lowest unemployment rate in modern times, the lowest inflation in 30 years, the highest 

home ownership in the country's history, dropping crime rates in many places, and reduced welfare rolls. 

He proposed the first balanced budget in decades and achieved a budget surplus. As part of a plan to cele-

brate the millennium in 2000, Clinton called for a great national initiative to end racial discrimination.  

After the failure in his second year of a huge program of health care reform, Clinton shifted emphasis, de-

claring "the era of big government is over." He sought legislation to upgrade education, to protect jobs of 

parents who must care for sick children, to restrict handgun sales, and to strengthen environmental rules.  

President Clinton was born William Jefferson Blythe III on August 19, 1946, in Hope, Arkansas, three 

months after his father died in a traffic accident. When he was four years old, his mother wed Roger Clin-

ton, of Hot Springs, Arkansas. In high school, he took the family name. 
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He excelled as a student and as a saxophone player and once considered becoming a professional musician. 

As a delegate to Boys Nation while in high school, he met President John Kennedy in the White House Rose 

Garden. The encounter led him to enter a life of public service. 

Clinton was graduated from Georgetown University and in 1968 won a Rhodes Scholarship to Oxford Uni-

versity. He received a law degree from Yale University in 1973, and entered politics in Arkansas.  

He was defeated in his campaign for Congress in Arkansas's Third District in 1974. The next year he married 

Hillary Rodham, a graduate of Wellesley College and Yale Law School. In 1980, Chelsea, their only child, was 

born. 

Clinton was elected Arkansas Attorney General in 1976, and won the governorship in 1978. After losing a 

bid for a second term, he regained the office four years later, and served until he defeated incumbent 

George Bush and third party candidate Ross Perot in the 1992 presidential race. 

Clinton and his running mate, Tennessee's Senator Albert Gore Jr., then 44, represented a new generation 

in American political leadership.  For the first time in 12 years both the White House and Congress were 

held by the same party. But that political edge was brief; the Republicans won both houses of Congress in 

1994. 

In 1998, as a result of issues surrounding personal indiscretions with a young woman White House intern, 

Clinton was the second U.S. president to be impeached by the House of Representatives. He was tried in 

the Senate and found not guilty of the charges brought against him. He apologized to the nation for his ac-

tions and continued to have unprecedented popular approval ratings for his job as president.  

In the world, he successfully dispatched peace keeping forces to war-torn Bosnia and bombed Iraq when 

Saddam Hussein stopped United Nations inspections for evidence of nuclear, chemical, and biological 

weapons. He became a global proponent for an expanded NATO, more open international trade, and a 

worldwide campaign against drug trafficking. He drew huge crowds when he traveled through South Ameri-

ca, Europe, Russia, Africa, and China, advocating U.S. style freedom. 

Gulfstream Aerospace C-20B 

The C-20B (civilian designation Gulfstream III) provided executive airlift to thousands of senior Ameri-

can leaders for more than two decades.  During its long service, this aircraft carried President William J. Clin-

ton and former Presidents James E. Carter, Gerald R. Ford, and George H.W. Bush.  It also carried presidential 

spouses, several secretaries of state and defense, foreign dignitaries, and numerous high-ranking civilian offi-

cials and military personnel.   

In the early 1980s, the C-20B was selected to replace the Air Force’s aging fleet of Lockheed VC-140 

JetStar aircraft.  The twin-engine C-20B was equipped with improved electrical systems and avionics packages 

and provided passengers with secure, worldwide communication capabilities.  These versatile aircraft were 

used extensively to access smaller airfields which could not be serviced by larger presidential aircraft.   
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The C-20B on display was retired to the museum in September 2015 following almost thirty years of ser-
vice. 

 

Suggested Readings and Resources  

Read more about it- 

Dorr, Robert F. Air Force One. St. Paul, MN: MBI Publishing Co, 2002. 

Ter Horst, J.F. and Col. Ralph Albertazzie. The Flying White House: The Story of Air Force One. NY: Coward, 
McCann and Geoghegan. 1979. 

Walsh, Kenneth T. Air Force One: A History of the Presidents and Their Planes. NY: Hyperion, 2003. 

For elementary and junior high audiences- 

January, Brendan. Air Force One. New York: Children’s Press, 2004. 

Santella, Andrew. Air Force One. Brookfield, CT: Millbrook Press, 2003. 

For juvenile audiences-  

Mattern, Joanne. Air Force One. New York: Children’s Press, an imprint of Scholastic Inc., 2015. 

Nagelhout, Ryan. Air Force One. New York: Gareth Stevens Publishing, 2015.  

 

The Presidents- 

http://www.presidentialtimeline.org/     The US. National Archives and Records Administration 

 Includes exhibits, selected primary sources and education activities for Presidents Herbert Hoover 
 through George W. Bush 

http://www.archives.gov/presidential-libraries/visit/ 

 Includes links to all the Presidential Library websites  

Presidential biographies from WhiteHouse.gov 

The Presidential biographies on WhiteHouse.gov are from “The Presidents of the United States of America,” by Frank 
Freidel and Hugh Sidey. Copyright 2006 by the White House Historical Association. We thank them for their assistance.  

TECHNICAL NOTES: 

Crew:  Seven (plus 12 passengers) 

Engines:  Two Rolls-Royce Spey Mark 
511-8 turbofan engines of 
11,400 lbs. thrust each 

Maximum speed:  576 mph 

Range:  4,250 miles 

Ceiling:  45,000 ft. 

Weight:  69,700 lbs. 



 

30     Visit www.nationalmuseum.af.mil for lesson plans and more 

 

 


